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Veterans History Proj’ec’r:
A Resource the for U.S. Congress

The Veterans History Project (VHP) at the Library of Congress is a
congressionally mandated program to collect, preserve, and share the
personal recollections of American wartime veterans so that current and
future generations may hear directly from those who served.

15-Minute One-on-One Briefings

VHP staff is available to meet with your staff to explain how your office can
participate in VHP programming without draining valuable resources (e.g., staff
time). Contact VHP at vhpcongressional@loc.gov to set a meeting time. In the
meantime, a few VHP tools are noted here to give you an idea of the resources VHP
offers.

VHP Field Kit: A How-to-Record-an-Interview Guidebook
The VHP Field Kit is a straightforward, instructional guidebook is available for
download from the Veterans History Project Web site.

VHP Field Kit Companion Video
This 15-minute video explains the VHP process and helps volunteers navigate the VHP
Field Kit more easily.

Watch it online from two convenient locations:
o VHP Web site (button is in top right corner of page—RealPlayer required)
o iTunes U has a Veterans History Project Page (Some computer systems access
iTunes U more easily than RealPlayer.)

VHP Collections
The over 78,000 stories within the VHP collections are a resource to help you and your
staff infuse sometimes dry facts with the power of narrative.

VHP Training Workshop

Consider hosting a training workshop to engoge the diverse groups within your
district. VHP staff requires a few items from your office in order to provide a VHP
Training Workshop:

1) At least four weeks' notice (email vhpcongressional@loc.gov)

2) For you to secure a venue (high school auditorium or VAMC conference room are
ideal) for the training workshop, and the physical address of the location.

3) Gather at least 25 potential volunteer interviewers (and we ask that all who
participate record at least one interview of a veteran).

4) Designate a point-of-contact on site prior to and on the day of training.

5) Suggest a couple of dates (2 1/2 to 3 hour window) for the training.



Veterans Day 2011 - Make it Meaningful with the
Veterans History Project

What: Join in the Veteran History Project’s (VHP) Make it Meaningful Initiative by
following the straightforward tips provided by the Library of Congress Veterans
History Project. A great opportunity to engage your staff and garner media
attention.

How: Email vohp@loc.gov with a short description of how your organization plans
to join in the Veteran History Project’s Make it Meaningful Initiative. Place
“Veterans Day 11-11-11" in the subject line. VHP may feature your example as a
“best practice” at a later date.

Make it Meaningful?
Veterans Day is an opportunity to create exciting and heartfelt activities to make
11-11-11 more meaningful to the veterans in your workplace.

Range of Activities

« Say “thank you” by learning a little about your veteran’s service and craft
a personalized note of appreciation and invite him or her to share a story
with the Veterans History Project.

s« Create a Thank You Board, where staff can write notes of appreciation
for the veterans in their organizations and also sign up to volunteer to
record VHP interviews of colleagues.

« Observe a moment of silence. Take two minutes at 11:00 AM on
November 11th to remember those who have served and for those who are
serving. ‘

s Listen to a veteran. Encourage all staff to take 11 minutes at 11 AM to
peruse the collections at http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/themes.html or

by downloading free podcasts at http://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-
u/veterans-history-project/id438186138 Many meaningful clips are just a

few minutes long.

« Download a VHP Field Kit from www.loc.gov/vets and share it with
potential volunteer interviewers and veterans.

« Host a coffee break and invite veterans on staff to come and meet other
veterans in the workplace.

» Host an office-wide discussion group based ona Veterans History
Project story. Stories may be found at: itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-

u/veterans-history-project/id438 186138
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The Mission of the Veterans History Project of the Library of Congress American Folklife Center
is to collect, preserve, and make accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans so
that future generations may hear directly from veterans and better understand the realities of

war. Learn more at www.loc.gov/vets.
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An information-rich desk flyer

Fast facts and compelling stats for specches. news refeases. and talking points

DID YOU KNOW...

Cﬁ 17.5 million war veterans

_ /4 live in the U.S.—each state
has more than 50,000
veterans

A More than 1,000 veterans die
every day in the U.S,,
_according to VA statistics

VHP is the largest grassroots
oral history project in U.S.
history—more than

75,000 stories

VHP volunteers have
collected more U.S. veterans’
histories than anyone else in
the world, including:

*46,500 WWIIL

+12,900 Vietnam

+10,200 Korea

2,300 Persian Gulf

+1,600 Irag/Afghanistan

326 WWI1

More than 10 percent of
the VHP collection represent
veterans self-identified as
minority populations,
including:
4,600 Women
1,760 African-Americans
665 Hispanic Americans
+205 American Indians
'+150 Asian-Americans
*More than 100 veterans
from U.S. territories |
VHP asks for your
commitment to ensure all
veterans are able to share
their stories.

Contact VHP at vhpcongressional@loc.gov
to schedule a 15-minute briefing to leam
how VHP connects constituents without
draining valuable resources.

~ Constituents may contact vohp@loc.gov
for general VHP inquiries or to request VHP
materials.

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

- On September 11, 2011, America marked 10 years

The United States Congr d the Ve History Project in 2000 to collect, preserve, and
make accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans so that future generations may

hear directly from veterans and better understand the realities of war: www.loc.gov/vets.

VHP: A VOICE FOR NEW VE’I‘ERANS

since the 9/11 attacks. The attacks ushered in the
American-led Global War on Terror, which this fall
concludes its first decade. More than 2 million
Americans have served in Iraq and Afghanistan. As
this generation returns home, their stories of service
are being preserved by VHP volunteers nationwide. =
The voices, letters, and photographs of more than
1,600 current conflict veterans are preserved in the
Veterans History Project. Nearly 350 stories of
current conflict veterans are digitized at bl
http://www.loc.gov/vets. ot Comr iy of Compes

FAST FACT: Over 2,400 hours of video is digitized at http://www.loc.gov/vets,
representing veterans stories from WWI through the current conflicts.

READY RESOURCES FOR VETERANS DAY SPEECHES

The VHP and VA websites offer quick research and practical and compelling
statistics that your speechwriter can implement into Member talking points.

Veterans Statistics

General stats: http://www.va.gov/vetdata/
Women Vets: http://www.va.gov/womenvet/
Minority Vets: http://www.diversity.hr.va.gov/
Burials: http://www.cem.va.gov

Homeless Vets: http://va.gov/homeless/

VHP Collections

Visit http://www.loc.gov/vets and clickon - VETERAN\
“Search the Veterans Collection” to browse \ \_/ H |STORV

veterans’ stories by state or conflict and see
organizations from your state that contribute PROI EC—T
to VHP. www.loc.gov/vets

FAST FACT: Nearly one-third of all the nation’s war veterans live in the states of
California, Texas, and Florida.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS PRESERVE HISTORY

Congressional offices in both chambers and both sides of the aisle have helped
build the Veterans History Project’s unparalleled collection.

FAST FACT: Public Law 106-380 authorized the creation of VHP after unanimous,
bipartisan votes in both the House and Senate in fall 2000.

Statistics compiled through the Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense,
and Encyclopedia of the American Veteran. Veterans History Project collection
statistics accurate as of September 2011.
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UNITED STATES
) OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
] 1 Olympic Plaza
Colarado Springs, CO 80909

PARALYMPICS

(@

2008-2011 Paral ic Military and Veterans Programs Highlights

During the past thirty-eight months the USOC Paralympic Military Program has been using several distinct components to
collectively enhance the rehabilitation of injured service members and veterans through ongoing activities at local,
regional and national levels.

Training in the development and implementation of sports and physical activity programs for injured service members
has been provided to nearly 6,740 community leaders within the past year; :

» New programs have been initiated at four DOD Medical Treatment Facilities, 31 Warrior Transition Units, 7
Wounded Warrior Battalions/Detachments and 24 Veterans facilities with ongoing programming, technical
assistance and provision of Paralympic mentors;

 Since April 2008, 15,000 injured service members have been introduced to physical activity through ongoing sports
programs at the community level in collaboration with Military and Veteran Medical Treatment Facilities and/or

installations;

»  From 2009 through 2011, grants have been provided to forty-two community/military partnerships throughout the
country. These programs will offer approximately 4,100 injured service members sports opportunities to enhance their
rehabilitation at the community level; ’

More than 270 injured service members have been identified as individuals who have demonstrated the potential to
pursue higher levels of athlete training and performance, and;

» Thirteen Veterans, two of which have physical disabilities, have been hired to implement Community, VA, and
Military programs. :

The USOC and Paralympic Organizations throughout the country continue to utilize existing infrastructure and resources
to meet the needs of injured service members and veterans, thus making the program extremely cost effective.

2011 Goals

» Increase the capacity of local leadership at all military installation sites to develop and implement ongoing sports
programs;

» Increase daily participation in ongoing sports programs at all military installations;
» Increase training opportunities through participation in camps, clinics and competitions;

» Increase the pool of injured service members/veterans with abilities to participate in higher level
training/competitions.
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Fisher House Foundation

and the
Joint Senate and Congressional
Military Family Caucus

ordially more you lo allend a

Capitol Hill Reception
Wednesdav, November 16, 2011
S: 00— £:€1¢) [

Capitol Visitors Center Atrium

Business attire or military cquivalent

Non-transterable invitation

Jlease ¢« ply by November 8. 2011

Fisherlouse@datocewitten.com or S66-306-7 19 1

Please join us to learn more about how Fisher House Foundation

helps support military families and service members through the
network of 3.t Fisher Houses located nationwide and in Germany, the
Hero Miles program. which recently marked a milestone of issuing
y

235,000 airline tickets, the Scholarships for Military Children and the

Newman's Own Awards Program.
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The United States Olympic Committee,

in collaboration with
The Congressional Olympic and Paralympic Caucus, presents

Ride With Heroes

November 16, 2011
8:00- 9:30 AM

The Monocle Restaurant
107 DSt. NE
Featuring :

Dan Jansen
Olympic Gold Medalist, Speedskating 1994

Hunter Kemper
Olympic Triathlete

Justin Widhalm

Wounded Warrior and Paralympic Cyclist

With the Olympic and Paralympic Games rapidly approaching, the United
States Olympic Committee presents Ride with Heroes, an exciting precur-
sor to next year’s 2012 Games in London. Please join us for food and re-
freshments and learn more about USOC programs which inspire excel-
lence, promote fitness, and support our active military and veterans!

To RSVP, please contact David Francis at David. Francis@usoc.org
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Come join us for a once in a lifetime experience,

RIDE WITH HEROES
ON THE ROAD TO LONDON

with Olympian Hunter Kemper, Olympian Dan Jansen
and Wounded Warrior Justin Widhalm

The Ride with Heroes is a 12-mile training ride - followed by a 3-mile
loop of the National Mall - with a select group of Olympians,
Paralympians and other avid cyclists

Wednesday, November 16, 2011
7:00 a.m. — 12 mile training ride
8:00 a.m. - 3 mile loop
- Rain or Shine

Meeting Location: The Monocle Restaurant
107 D Street Northeast
Washington, DC 20002

Breakfast Reception at Monocle

with Athlete Q&A for Returning Riders & Non-Riders
8:00 a.m. — Reception start time

Please confirm your attendance by Movember 11, 2011

For information and to RSVP, please contact
David Francis at (202) 466-3399 or david.francis@usoc.org






Veterans Day 2011 - Make it Meaningful with the
Veterans History Project

What: Join in the Veteran History Project’s (VHP) Make it Meaningful Initiative by
following the straightforward tips provided by the Library of Congress Veterans
History Project. A great opportunity to engage your staff and garner media
attention.

How: Email vohp@loc.gov with a short description of how your organization plans
to join in the Veteran History Project’s Make it Meaningful Initiative. Place
“Veterans Day 11-11-11" in the subject line. VHP may feature your example as a
“best practice” at a later date.

Make it Meaningful?
Veterans Day is an opportunity to create exciting and heartfelt activities to make
11-11-11 more meaningful to the veterans in your workplace.

Range of Activities

e Say “thank you” by learning a little about your veteran’s service and craft
a personalized note of appreciation and invite him or her to share a story
with the Veterans History Project.

e Create a Thank You Board, where staff can write notes of appreciation
for the veterans in their organizations and also sign up to volunteer to
record VHP interviews of colleagues.

e Observe a moment of silence. Take two minutes at 11:00 AM on
November 11th to remember those who have served and for those who are
serving.

» Listen to a veteran. Encourage all staff to take 11 minutes at 11 AM to
peruse the collections at http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/themes.html or
by downloading free podcasts at http://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-
u/veterans-history-project/id438186138 Many meaningful clips are just a
few minutes long.

e Download a VHP Field Kit from www.loc.gov/vets and share it with
potential volunteer interviewers and veterans.

e Host a coffee break and invite veterans on staff to come and meet other
veterans in the workplace.

* Host an office-wide discussion group based on a Veterans History
Project story. Stories may be found at: http://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-
u/veterans-history-project/id438186138

“VETERANS
HISTORY
PROJECT

The Mission of the Veterans History Project of the Library of Congress American Folklife Center
is to collect, preserve, and make accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans so
that future generations may hear directly from veterans and better understand the realities of

war. Learn more at www.loc.gov/vets.
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17.5 million war veterans
live in the U.S.—each state
has more than 50,000
veterans

More than 1,000 veterans die
every day in the U.S.,
according to VA statistics

VHP is the largest grassroots
oral history project in U.S.
history—more than

75,000 stories

VHP volunteers have
collected more U.S. veterans’
histories than anyone else in
the world, including:

*46,500 WWII

*12,900 Vietnam

*10,200 Korea

2,300 Persian Gulf

+1,600 Iraq/Afghanistan

*326 WWI

More than 10 percent of
the VHP collection represent
veterans self-identified as
minority populations,
including:
*4,600 Women
1,760 African-Americans
*665 Hispanic Americans
*205 American Indians
*150 Asian-Americans
*More than 100 veterans
from U.S. territories
VHP asks for your
commitment to ensure all
veterans are able to share
their stories.

Contact VHP at vhpcongressional@loc.gov

An information-rich desk flyer

st tacts and compelling stats for speeches. news releases, and talking points

The United States Congress created the Veterans History Project in 2000 to collect, preserve, and
make accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans so that future generations may
hear directly from veterans and better understand the realities of war: www.loc.gov/vets.

VHP: A VOICE FOR NEW VETERANS

On September 11, 2011, America marked 10 years AL
since the 9/11 attacks. The attacks ushered in the e iss—
American-led Global War on Terror, which this fall :
concludes its first decade. More than 2 million
Americans have served in [raq and Afghanistan. As
this generation returns home, their stories of service
are being preserved by VHP volunteers nationwide.

The voices, letters, and photographs of more than
1,600 current conflict veterans are preserved in the
Veterans History Project. Nearly 350 stories of
current conflict veterans are digitized at
http://www.loc.gov/vets.

Rafti A. Bahadarian (AFC 20017001 2141%),
Pliotographs (PHS), phatographer unknown,
Vetcruns History Project Cullection, American
Folklife Center. Library of Congress

FAST FACT: Over 2,400 hours of video is digitized at http://www.loc.gov/vets,
representing veterans stories from WWT through the current conflicts.

READY RESOURCES FOR VETERANS DAY SPEECHES
The VHP and VA websites offer quick research and practical and compelling
statistics that your speechwriter can implement into Member talking points.

Veterans Statistics

General stats: http://www.va.gov/vetdata/
Women Vets: http://www.va.gov/womenvet/
Minority Vets: http://www.diversity.hr.va.gov/
Burials: http://www.cem.va.gov

Homeless Vets: http://va.gov/homeless/

VHP Collections

Visit http://www.loc.gov/vets and click on
“Search the Veterans Collection” to browse
veterans’ stories by state or conflict and see
organizations from your state that contribute
to VHP.

FAST FACT: Nearly one-third of all the nation’s war veterans live in the states of
California, Texas, and Florida.

VETERANS
HISTORY
PROJECT

www.loc.gov/vets

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS PRESERVE HISTORY

Congressional offices in both chambers and both sides of the aisle have helped
build the Veterans History Project’s unparalleled collection.

to schedule a 15-minute briefing to learn
how VHP connects constituents without
draining valuable resources.

Constituents may contact vohp@loc.gov
for general VHP inquiries or to request VHP

s

FAST FACT: Public Law 106-380 authorized the creation of VHP after unanimous

materials. ! ) ; ; ’
bipartisan votes in both the House and Senate in fall 2000.
Statistics compiled through the Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense,
and Encyclopedia of the American Veteran. Veterans History Project collection
statistics accurate as of September 2011.
LIBRARY OF

CONGRESS
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